[da Sender Thourhauge: Between Eternity and Time

Der er en vej ind i Ida Sender Thorhauges
billedverden: Den er hverken entydig eller
snorlige. Denne nye varkserie folger en
rackke androgyne figurer i en livscyklus fra
ung til gammel, og malerierne barer bade
en stilfeerdig brutalitet og noget sart roman-
tisk 1 sig. Blomster, sommerfugle og langt
har snor sig gennem varkerne som en
genkendelig yndighed, men noget dunkelt,
en formles folelse af uro, er ogsa hele tiden
til stede. Den findes i figurernes ubestem-
melige humer, i de opleste landskaber, i
natterne og under de gidemacttede maner.
[gen og igen en fornemmelse af tvetydighed:
Er det kvinder eller maend, vi kigger pa, er
de udmattede, i harmoni eller sorger de lidt?

Forhandlinger mellem styrke og skrebe-
lighed er gennemgaende i Thorhauges
veerker. En subtil dualisme og en karlighed
til flertydigheden samler sig i et udtryk,
der er lige sa helstabt, som det er under-
spillet og udfordrende. Malerierne ligner
hele tiden hensynsfulde afdekninger

af grundleggende sammensted, der er
undersegende snarere end konfliktfyldte:
meder mellem liv og ded, noget lyst og
noget morkt, det smukke og det grimme,
kerlighed og ensomhed, det maskuline
og det feminine, naivitet og kompleksitet.

Thorhauge kaster sig med selvsikker
oprigtighed over klichéernes alfabet:

negne mennesker i naturen, steerke heste
og dedningehoveder, men bagved det
symboltunge billedsprog kan en fundamen-
tal genteenkning komme til syne. Blikket
pa de androgyne kroppe lader til at tilhore
kroppene selv. Hestene er underfundige
veesener, snarere end de er kampdyr.
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[ trad med den amerikanske feministiske
teenker Donna Haraways teorier om spekula-
tiv fabulering - en idé om historiefortelling,
der forestiller sig alternative verdener, hvor
patriarkat, vold og arters afgraensning er
elimineret — bruger Ida Sender Thorhauge
sin abne, nysgerrige figuration som analy-
seapparat. Hun skaber en slags spekulativ
fabulering i billedform. Kendetegnende for
det fabulerende er netop, at det producerer
et overskud af betydning, der kan muliggere
nye udlegninger af velkendte objekter,
strukturer, sandheder.

Det figurative maleris formmaessige
mytologier punkteres hos Ida Sender
Thorhauge, fordi de anvendes med vidtabne
gjne. At veere kvindelig maler er en kamp
mod en kunsthistorie, som altid allerede er
domineret af maend, men Thorhauge gar
ufortredent ind i denne historie, maler sig
op imod den, og ger den til sin egen. Hun
skaber store oliemalerier med arkaiske
motivverdener og tilbageerobrer pa den
made en repracsentation, der sjaeldent spirer
fra en feministisk teenkning. Nar klicheer
baeres som smykker, kan de fa nye liv.

Ida Sonder Thorhauge (f. 1990) er uddannet fra Det Jyske
Kunstakademi i 2016 og Akademic der Bildende Kiinste, Wien
(2015). Hun arbejder primaert ud fra en klassisk, figurativ maleri-
tradition. Thorhauge har udstillet pa kunsthaller og museer som
Kunsthal Aarhus, Kunsthal Nord og Kunstbygningen i Vra,
samt pa Roskilde Festival, OK Corral og udstillingsstedet den
nordiske ambassade i Kobenhavn. 12016 var hun med til at stifte
kunstnergruppen Piscine, med hvem hun udstillede i ind- og
udland frem il 2018. 1 2018-19 modtog Thorhauge Bikuben
Fondens atelierlegat for unge kunstnere, og i 2020 blev hun
udvalgt til Statens Kunstfonds to-arige karriereudviklingsforlob
"Den unge kunstneriske elite’. Thorhauges varker er bl.a.
erhvervet af Statens Kunstfond og Radet for Visuel Kunst.
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[da Sender Thourhauge: Between Eternity and Time

There is a way into Ida Sender Thorhauge’s
pictorial world: it is neither clear-cut nor
dead straight. This new series of works
follows a range of androgynous figures in
their cycles of life from young to old, and
the paintings simultaneously carry tranquil
brutality and delicate romance. Flowers,
butterflies, and long hair twine themselves
through the works as a recognizable pretti-
ness. But something dim, a shapeless
sensation of unease, is also constantly
present. It exists in the indefinable moods

of the figures, in the dissolved landscapes,

in the nights, and under its enigmatic moons.
Again and again, a hunch of ambiguity
lingers: are we looking at women or men,
are they fatigued, harmonious, or do they
mourn a bit?

Negotiations between strength and fragil-
ity are consistent in Thorhauge’s works, a
subtle dualism and a love of the equivocal
unify in an expression that is as whole as it
is underacted and challenging. The paint-
ings look like considerate uncoverings of
essential clashes, which are explorative
rather than conflict-ridden: encounters
between life and death, something light and
something dark, the beautiful and the ugly,
love and loneliness, the masculine and the
feminine, naivety and complexity.

With a confident sincerity Thorhauge
ventures into the alphabet of clichés: naked
people in nature, strong horses, and skulls,
but behind the symbol-heavy pictorial
language, fundamental re-thinkings can
unveil themselves. Gazes directed at these
androgynous bodies seemingly belong to
the bodies themselves. The horses are
peculiar beings rather than war animals.

"The exhibition is supported by: B K °

BECKETT-FONDEN Danish Arts

Foundation

In line with feminist thinker Donna
Haraway’s theories about speculative
fabulation - a notion of history writing
imagining alternative worlds where patriar-
chy, violence, and demarcations of species
are eliminated - Ida Sender Thorhauge
uses her open, curious figuration as a tool
for analysis. She creates a form of specu-
lative fabulation in the shape of images.
Characteristic of fabulation is exactly how
it produces a surplus of meaning enabling
new interpretations of well-known objects,
structures, truths.

Formal mythologies of figurative painting
are punctuated in Ida Sender Thorhauge’s
work because she applies them with her
eyes wide open. To be a female painter is

to battle an art history that is always already
dominated by men, but Thorhauge perse-
veres into this history, paints herself up
against it, and makes it her own. She creates
large-scale oil paintings with archaic motifs
and so reclaims a representation that rarely
sprouts from feminist thinking. When clichés
are worn as jewelry they can be revived.

Ida Sonder Thorhauge (b. 1990, DK) holds an MA from the
Jutland Art Academy (2016) and Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna
(2015). She primarily works from a classical, figurative painting
tradition. Thorhauge’s work has been exhibited in museums
and exhibition spaces like Kunsthal Aarhus, Kunsthal Nord,
Kunstbygning i Vra and at Roskilde Festival, OK Corral, and
the Nordic Embassy in Copenhagen. In 2016 she was one of

the founders of the artist collective Piscine with whom she
exhibited in Denmark and abroad until 2018. She received the
young artists” studio grant from the Bikuben Foundation in
2018-19 and in 2020 she was selected for the Danish Arts
Foundation’s two-year career development program “The young
artistic elite’. Thorhauge’s works have been acquired by the Danish
Arts Foundation and the Visual Arts Council among others.
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